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SUBJECT: SINAMOS AND THE ADVENTISTS 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. ON DECEMBER 23, GOVERNMENT-OWNED CRONICA 
FRONT-PAGED SINAMOS’ DECISION TO SUSPEND THE AMAZON JUNGLE 

OR OFASA (OBRA FILANTROPICA ADVENTIST A EN SUD AMERICA) 

ACTIVITIES OF THE ADVENTISTS. ACCORDING TO CRONICA, SINAMOS 
WAS BASING ITS DECISION ON THE JUNE 24 JUNGLE DEVELOPMENT LAW, 
WHICH APPARENTLY GIVES SINAMOS - THE STATE'S SOCIAL MOBILIZATION 
AGENCY - CERTAIN POWERS IN JUNGLE COMMUNITIES. REPORTEDLY, 
NATIVES OF A COMMUNITY NEAR PUCALLPA ACCUSED OFASA OF DIVIDING 
THEM BY FAVORING ADVENTISTS OVER CATHOLICS IN THE DISTRIBUTION 
OF CHARITY. CRONICA NOTED THAT OFASA ALSO OPERATES IN LIMA'S 
SLUM SETTLEMENTS, WHERE SIMILAR COMPLAINTS HAVE ARISEN. 

2. DECEMBER 24 CRONICA CARRIED A DENIAL BY OFASA THAT ITS 
ACTIVITIES HAD BEEN SUSPENDED BY SINAMOS OR THAT OFASA ENGAGED 
IN ANY FORM OF DISCRIMINATION. THE ARTICLE STATED THAT OFASA 
DISTRIBUTES FOOD, CLOTHING, AND MEDICINE IN PERU; THE FOOD 
COMES FROM USAID. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. COMMENT: VARIOUS FOREIGN ORGANIZATIONS, FROM THE RECENTLY- 
EXPELLED PEACE CORPS TO THE BOY SCOUTS AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY 
GROUPS HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY FREQUENT TARGETS OF SINAMOS' 
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IDEOLOGUES, WHO OBJECT TO WHAT THEY TERM ALIENATING, PRIMARILY 
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WESTERN INFLUENCES. 

UNDER NOVEMBER 14 SUPREME DECREE, ALLL VOLUNTARY AGENCIES MUST 
OBTAIN SUPREME RESOLUTIONS AUTHORIZING THEIR OPERATIONS. 

APPARENTLY, NO SUCH RESOLUTIONS HAVE BEEN ISSUED YET, LEADING TO 
OPERATIONAL PROBLEMS FOR SOME OF THE AGENCIES, E.G. THE DUTY 
FREE CLEARANCE OF FOODSTUFFS. GOP AUDITORS ARE SCRUTINIZING 
FOREIGN FOUNDATIONS AND VOLUNTARY AGENCIES, POSSIBLY TO JUSTIFY 
THE ISSUANCE OR DENIAL OF PERMISSION TO CONTINUE OPERATIONS. UNTIL 
THE GOP ATTITUDE TOWARD THESE FOREIGN ORGANIZATIONS BECOMES CLEARER, 

PRESUMABLY EACH WILL CARRY ON ITS BUSINESS NORMALLY, ALBEIT UNCER- 
TAINLY. 

BARNEBEY 
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